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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is response to Applicants' communications filed on 
12/21/2001. 

2. Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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5. Claims 1-3 and 5-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent No. 6,292,801 issued to Campbell et al. (hereinafter Campbell) in view 
of US Patent No. 6,377,955 issued to Hartmann et al. (hereinafter Hartmann). 

With respect to claim 1, Campbell teaches populating a database with selected 
data elements of a plurality of data types (fig. 10, shown a plurality of category of 
reports listed in the hierarchical directory as a database storing data types of a report; 
also see col. 8, lines 1-26); 

creating a database content table that indicates the data types of the data 
elements present in the database (the history table of reports: col. 8, lines 1-26); 

establishing a report table containing for each report a report identifier (see fig. 
10, stored reports are listed under a directory interface); and 

outputting a set of report identifiers for which the data types of data elements in 
the database (the result of reports are sending to multiple destinations for user: col. 14, 
lines 5-46). 

Campbell discloses generating a report from a selection screen listing the 
category or type of report to be generated via a reporting interface of report generator 
with a listing of templates. The database or table of reports are listed as hierarchical 
tree from which the users have to select the desired report to be generated via the GUI 
for a directory interface to the report generator as shown in fig. 1 , fig. 9 and fig. 10. Also 
a history table stored all snapshot of reporting information for a period of time (col. 8, 
lines 1-26) and the result set which is obtained by a report template on individual data 
source elements (col. 13, lines 18-22 and lines 55-62). Campbell does not explicitly 
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teach a report identifier and an associated set of report requirements, each set of report 
requirements identifying a set of data types required for the associated report. 

However, Hartmann teaches report type identifiers (col. 3, lines 10-35 such as 
performance characteristics of a computer network); a set of report requirements that 
are submitted by a user (col. 5, lines 20-22 and col. 7, lines 1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Campbell with the 
teachings of Hartmann so as to have a set of report requirements in order to generate a 
user desired a report such as a performance characteristics of a computer network, 
from the reporting interface as teaching of Campbell in fig. 10. The motivation being to 
generate and to control the reporting tools and to send a report generated by a report 
object to multiple destinations with GUI of reporting interface (Campbell col. 14, lines 5- 
46). 

With respect to claim 2, Campbell teaches creating a report description table that 
associates report names with the 3 report identifiers; and displaying a list of report 
names that correspond to the set of report identifiers (see fig. 10, the name of a report 
in the stored report table is shown in the directory interface). 

With respect to claim 3, Campbell teaches wherein the list of report names 
displayed are 2 selectable and linked to respective report functions that generate report 
data in accordance with predefined formats (see figs, 3A-3C and col. 6, lines 14-67). 
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With respect to claim 5, Campbell teaches establishing a report table (see fig. 10, 
stored reports are listed under a directory interface and log data is storing in a 
referential integrity of database such as a relational database: col. 9, lines 10-15); 

reading selected log records from the log file; storing log data from the selected 
log records in a relational log-data database (obtaining the information from the data 
sources where the log file is stored; col. 5, lines 60-67 and col. 2, lines 45-60) 

creating a database content table that indicates the log record types of the 
selected log records (the history table of reports: col. 8, lines 1-26); and 

outputting the log data in the database content data table satisfies the set of 
report requirements of associated report definitions (the result of reports are sending to 
multiple destinations for user: col. 14, lines 5-46). 

Campbell discloses generating a report from a selection screen listing the 
category or type of report to be generated via a reporting interface of report generator 
with a listing of templates. The database or table of reports are listed as hierarchical 
tree from which the users have to select the desired report to be generated via the GUI 
for a directory interface to the report generator as shown in fig. 1 , fig. 9 and fig. 10. Also 
a history table stored all snapshot of reporting information for a period of time (col. 8, 
lines 1-26) and the result set which is obtained by a report template on individual data 
source elements (col. 13, lines 18-22 and lines 55-62). Campbell does not explicitly 
teach a set of report identifiers of reports and each set of report requirements including 
a set of log-record-type identifiers indicating which of the log record types contain log 
data required for the associated report. 
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However, Hartmann teaches report type identifiers (col. 3, lines 10-35 such as 
performance characteristics of a computer network); a set of report requirements that 
are submitted by a user (col. 5, lines 20-22 and col. 7, lines 1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Campbell with the 
teachings of Hartmann so as to have a set of report requirements in order to generate a 
user desired a report such as a performance characteristics of a computer network, 
from the reporting interface as teaching of Campbell in fig. 10. The motivation being to 
generate and to control the reporting tools and to send a report generated by a report 
object to multiple destinations with GUI of reporting interface (Campbell col. 14, lines 5- 
46). 

With respect to claims 6-8, Campbell teaches each log record type of the 
selected log records, storing log data from the selected log records of the log record 
type in a respective log data table (col. 2, lines 45-67 and col. 5, lines 52-65 and col. 6, 
lines 1-14); 

reading a plurality of sets of selected log records from the log file (col. 2, lines 43- 

65); 

storing log data from the plurality of sets of selected log records in respective 
relational log-data databases (col. 5, lines 52-67 and col. 6, lines 1-12); 

creating respective database content tables for the respective relational log-data 
databases (col. 2, lines 45-65, col. 5, lines 52-65 and col. 6, lines 1-14); 
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reading a plurality of sets of selected log records from the log file (col. 2, lines 43- 

65); 

storing log data from the plurality of sets of selected log records in 4 respective 
relational log-data databases (col. 5, lines 52-67 and col. 6, lines 1-12); 

creating respective database content tables for the respective relational 6 
log-data databases (col. 2, lines 45-65, col. 5, lines 52-65 and col. 6, lines 1-14). 

With respect to claims 9 and 1 1 , Campbell teaches creating a report description 
table that associates report names with the report identifiers, and displaying a list of 
report names that correspond to the set of report identifiers (see fig. 10, the name of a 
report in the stored report table is shown in the directory interface). 

With respect to claim 10 and 12, Campbell teaches wherein the list of report 
names displayed are selectable and linked to respective report functions that generate 
report data in accordance with predefined formats (see figs, 3A-3C and col. 6, lines 14- 
67). 

With respect to claim 13, Campbell teaches reading selected log records from 
the log file in response to a first request that includes a first code indicating at least one 
user-specified log record type (obtaining the data from data sources and data resources 
in order to generating the log data for net work computer: col. 2, lines 43-65, col. 5, lines 
52-67 and col. 6, lines 1-14); 

transmitting the selected log records from the host system (transmitting the log 
data through the computer network: col. 5, lines 25-40); 
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establishing a report table containing for each report a report identifier and an 
associated set of report requirements, each set of report requirements including a set of 
log-record-type identifiers indicating which of the log record types contain log data 
required for the associated report (see fig. 10, stored reports are listed under a directory 
interface); 

creating a database content table that indicates the log record types of the 
selected log records (the history table of reports: col. 8, lines 1-26); and 

outputting a set of report identifiers of reports for which the log data in the 
database content data table satisfies the set of report requirements of associated report 
definitions (the result of reports are sending to multiple destinations for user: col. 14, 
lines 5-46). 

Campbell discloses a system network for generating a report from a selection 
screen listing the category or type of report to be generated via a reporting interface of 
report generator with a listing of templates. The database or table of reports are listed 
as hierarchical tree from which the users have to select the desired report to be 
generated via the GUI for a directory interface to the report generator as shown in fig. 1 , 
fig. 9 and fig. 10. Also a history table stored all snapshot of reporting information for a 
period of time (col. 8, lines 1-26) and the result set which is obtained by a report 
template on individual data source elements (col. 13, lines 18-22 and lines 55-62). 
Campbell does not explicitly teach converting log data from the selected log records to a 
format suitable for storage in a relational database and storing the data of the second 
format in a relational database by the log record types, wherein the selected log records 
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are converted and stored in the relational database at the second data processing 
system, a second data processing system a report identifier and an associated set of 
report requirements, each set of report requirements identifying a set of data types 
required for the associated report. 

However, Hartmann teaches a network system under client/server architecture 
(col. 5, lines 31-62), converting data (col. 20, lines 1-16), a report type identifiers (col. 3, 
lines 1 0-35 such as performance characteristics of a computer network); a set of report 
requirements that are submitted by a user (col. 5, lines 20-22 and col. 7, lines 1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Campbell with the 
teachings of Hartmann so as to have a set of report requirements in order to generate a 
user desired a report such as a performance characteristics of a computer network, 
from the reporting interface as teaching of Campbell in fig. 10. The motivation being to 
generate and to control the reporting tools and to send a report generated by a report 
object to multiple destinations with GUI of reporting interface (Campbell col. 14, lines 5- 
46). 

With respect to claims 1 4-1 5, Campbell teaches further comprising for each log 
record type of the selected log records, storing log data from the selected log records of 
the log record type in a respective log data table (col. 2, lines 45-67 and col. 5, lines 52- 
65 and col. 6, lines 1-14); 

reading a plurality of sets of selected log records from the log file (col. 2, lines 43- 

65); 
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storing log data from the plurality of sets of selected log records in respective 
relational log-data databases (col. 5, lines 52-67 and col. 6, lines 1-12); and 

creating respective database content tables for the respective relational log-data 
databases (col. 2, lines 45-65, col. 5, lines 52-65 and col. 6, lines 1-14). 

With respect to claims 16-17, Campbell teaches creating a report description 
table that associates report names with the report identifiers, and displaying a list of 
report names that correspond to the set of report identifiers (see fig. 10, the name of a 
report in the stored report table is shown in the directory interface); and; 

wherein the list of report names displayed are selectable and linked to respective 
report functions that generate report data in accordance with predefined formats (see 
figs, 3A-3C and col. 6, lines 14-67). 

Claim 18 is essentially the same as claim 1 except that it is directed to an 
apparatus rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 1 hereinabove. 

Claim 19 is essentially the same as claim 5 except that it is directed to an 
apparatus rather than a method, and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the 
claim 5 hereinabove. 

Claim 1 8 is essentially the same as claim 1 except that it is directed to an 
apparatus rather than a method ('955 storing data in order: col. 21, lines 18-32 and col. 
18, lines 5-8; multiple application programs; col. 5, lines 55-67 and col. 6, lines 1-14), 
and is rejected for the same reason as applied to the claim 13 hereinabove. 
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6. Claims 4, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent No. 6,292,801 issued to Campbell et al. (hereinafter Campbell) in view of US 
Patent No. 6,377,955 issued to Hartmann et al. (hereinafter Hartmann) and further in 
view of US Patent No. 6,643,635 issued to Nwabueze. 

With respect to claim 4, Campbell in view of Hartmann discloses a method for 
report selection as discussed in claim 1. 

Campbell discloses generating a report from a selection screen listing the 
category or type of report to be generated via a reporting interface of report generator 
with a listing of templates. The database or table of reports are listed as hierarchical 
tree from which the users have to select the desired report to be generated via the GUI 
for a directory interface to the report generator as shown in fig. 1 , fig. 9 and fig. 10. Also 
a history table stored all snapshot of reporting information for a period of time (col. 8, 
lines 1-26) and the result set which is obtained by a report template on individual data 
source elements (col. 13, lines 18-22 and lines 55-62). Campbell does not explicitly 
teach a report identifier and an associated set of report requirements, each set of report 
requirements identifying a set of data types required for the associated report. 
Hartmann teaches report type identifiers (col. 3, lines 10-35 such as performance 
characteristics of a computer network); a set of report requirements that are submitted 
by a user (col. 5, lines 20-22 and col. 7, lines 1-5). In combination, Campbell and 
Hartmann do not teach the selected data element from a sequential file prior to 
populating the database. 
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However, Nwabueze teaches the raw data of the data sources from which a 
report is produced is stored in a flat file such as log file: col. 12, lines 30-58 and col. 13, 
lines 52-67 and col. 14, lines 1-34; also see fig. 5, and figs. 7-9). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Campbell in view of 
Hartmann with the teachings of Nwabueze so as to have a raw data of the data sources 
from which the report is produced from these raw data, storing under a flat file as a log 
file and a set of report requirements in order to generate a user desired a report such as 
a performance characteristics of a computer network, from the reporting interface as 
teaching of Campbell in fig. 10. The motivation being to generate and to control the 
reporting tools and to send a report generated by a report object to multiple destinations 
with GUI of reporting interface (Campbell col. 14, lines 5-46). 
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